All In – 1 Peter 1:13-16 (pt 1)
When you meditate on what Jesus did on the cross, what He accomplished from the grave and what He will do when He returns…
You can’t help but be amazed of this salvation which gives you a sure inheritance and a living hope in this world.

This great gift comes with an obligation to the One who gave them such a grand and amazing gift…

Therefore…having prepared your mind for action, being continually sober, let us rest our hope on the grace to come.
Why is it so important to have such a prepared and intentional mindset and focus?

It is because of the simply stated yet extremely challenging expectation placed upon the child of God.

Because of what we are told in verses 14-16

1 Peter 1:14  as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15  but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16  because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy." 

We are simply told to be holy.

What does a holy person look like?

You can summarize these verses with the following…




Do not be like the world




Be like your Heavenly Father

PRAY

We all know this to be true, that children inherit the nature of their parents.


Physically speaking – you look like your mom or dad


Emotionally speaking – you inherit certain tendencies 

Some of you are like your introverted parent and others like your extroverted parent


Spiritually speaking – you inherit their sin nature

In the same way, when you are born into God’s family by the blood of Christ, you inherit certain aspects of His nature.

We do not inherit the complete nature of our Heavenly Father (i.e. – perfection, omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresence)…

but we do inherit certain attributes that we are called to grow in and mature in…love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, self-control

AND…holiness

I. Becoming Holy – Be Holy
In English, it appears that verses 15 and 16 are saying the same thing, but there is a slight difference in the Greek.

In verse 15, the phrase ‘ be holy’ is better translated ‘become holy’ (aorist passive impv)
15  but as the One having called you is holy, you also become holy in all your manner of life,
In verse 16, the phrase ‘be holy’ is better translated ‘holy you will be’ (future middle indicative) 

16  because it is written, "holy you will be, for I am holy." 

Verse 16 simply says that you will be holy because God is holy

Future Indicative – it is guaranteed, you will be holy
It is a simple yet profound statement of a truth that will happen if you are a child of God

It is an assumption of the character of the one who has inherited the nature of his father

Verse 15 is a command to obey but is also dependent upon the work of an outside agent

Become holy is a passive imperative which calls for a SPECIFIC, DEFINITE, DECISIVE choice. "DO THIS NOW, AT ONCE, ONCE FOR ALL and in one quick action.  Often expresses a note of URGENCY. 




Passive – an action that is done to you

You become holy due to the actions of someone else
Imperative – a command that you are responsible to obey

When you put those two ideas together, you discover that God commands us to make a definitive decision right now to become holy as He works His holiness in us

This is not talking about you hemmin’ and hawwin’ in your decision to be holy

This is not talking about a half hearted attempt with weak willed timidity

This is talking about being ALL IN for holiness…a total, complete, utterly abandoning all other pretenses…

You are either ALL IN or all done.

II. Timeless Truth: Because it is written
Before we go any further, I want to address a question that some have asked concerning the Bible and its commands in general.

Some have asked, “Since the Bible was written so long ago, are its commands relevant for us today?”



“Aren’t some of the teachings of the Bible outdated?”



“You know, some commands are old fashioned.”

So, the question I want to answer today in the context of 1 Peter is, “Is the command to be holy an outdated concept relegated to prehistoric times or to a 1st century idea? Is the command to be holy still relevant in our 21st Century American culture?”

It is true that this command was first spoken thousands of years ago to a newly born nation, just being freed from years of slavery.

One of the first times you hear the command to be holy is found in Leviticus 11:44-45 and Leviticus 19:2  "Speak to all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say to them: 'You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. 
It was repeated again, more recently in 1 Peter 1:15-16, written about 2,000 years ago.

So, now that we live in a more enlightened age, isn’t the idea of being holy a little old fashioned?

The answer to that question is found in the phrase, “It is written.”
Peter wasn’t just saying that he found some words written in an old dusty scroll, a long, long time ago.


This phrase carries the idea of an event that occurred in the past yet has on going, current effects.

In other words, it was written long ago and has not lost its intent today

It was true back then and it is equally true today

It has not lost its meaning or power regardless of time or culture

What was written long ago and still applies today?


Two truths that are timeless…



1. God is holy


2. Holy you are and must become
III. What does it mean when it says that God is holy?
What does it mean to be holy?



Holy means to be separate, distinct

When applied to God, it means that He is set apart from creation. (Psalm 113:4-6)
To be holy is not only to be set apart from sin, but set unto purity. To be holy is to be positively pure and negatively apart from sin.

Expressions of His holiness: 
Righteousness:  God always conforms to His own holy standard. (Neh. 9:8; Psalm 145:17)

 
Justice: God exacts full payment from those that violate His holy standard (Rom. 3:26; Zeph. 3:5) and gives full reward to those that meet it (Rom. 2:6-11).

Wrath: God has a holy hatred of sin (Ps. 45:7; Prov. 6:16; Jer. 44:4) and of people that refuse to be separated from their sins (Ps. 5:5; Mal. 1:3; Rom. 9:13).

Jealousy: God has a holy zeal to defend what is rightfully His. (Ex. 20:5; Deut. 4:24, 5:9; Joshua 24:19; Nahum 1:2)

Think about these expressions of holiness.


Doing what is right



Being fair in reward and punishment



Wrath and Jealousy are expressions of great passion

Holiness is not some dry life of always avoiding doing certain things.

Holiness is a highly passionate practice of doing right and being fair.

So, when we are told to become holy as God is holy, what does that look like?
IV. What does it mean when it says that we are to be holy?

What does a holy person look like?


Is he described by a list of what he doesn’t do?


OR is he defined by what he does?

Have we reduced our faith to a set of intellectual beliefs and a list of forbidden practices?


Yes, holy means to be separate, distinct


But that is only half of holiness

Concerning God’s children, holy means to be in the world but not of the world

Holy means to influence the world while not being influenced by the world

Vs. 14 – do not fashion yourselves according to the world

Vs. 14 – do not be controlled by your ignorant past

When God is used as our example, holiness is a highly passionate lifestyle of DOING and BEING, not just NOT doing or being.

Kissing the leper – Holy Available
How do you become this kind of a holy person?

On one side of this coin, you have the work of God

On the other side of this coin, you have the work of the child of God. 
Holiness is like a coin. It is impossible to have a coin with only one side. There are two sides. 
For the child of God, it is the same. It is impossible to be holy (this would be the tails of your coin) without the holiness of God (this would be the heads of your coin).

You must first have the work of God and then God requires His child to work.

Consider the following verses which shows this truth plainly.
Ephesians 2:10  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 
Philippians 2:12  Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13  for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.

Colossians 1:29  To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.

2 Timothy 1:8  Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God, 
9  who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began,

Here is the great dilemma facing us today.

How can we be holy in all our conduct?
How can we do that without it becoming a legalistic checklist?

For you see, being holy on the outside alone always results in the Pharisee syndrome.

But becoming holy in our inner being due to God lighting the fiery passion of love for Him to be holy is another thing altogether.
How do we become holy while allowing God to work His holiness in and through us?

I believe the answer, the focus is found back in 1 Peter 1:13  Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

1 John 3: 2Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

Also, the practical outworking of this holiness will be explained in more detail as we continue through 1 Peter.

Conclusion:
Well, where do you begin this journey, if you are not on it already?

Let us follow in the footsteps of the author of this letter.

Peter is not calling us to exercise some remote theological idea, but recalling a personal experience he had with Jesus Christ.

Luke 5:8  When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!"

This is where holiness begins.
